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, To the Reader. 


L. may not be improper to inform the 

Reader, that the Author of this 
Treatiſe was educated, and continued 
2 Predeſtinarian many Tears; but 


looking forward into the Conſequences 


_ neceſſarily following that Dofrine 


(particularly as propagated by Mr. Gill) 
he zudiciouſly alter d his Behef ; and 
as this contains his Motrves for that 


Alteration, he was advis'd to publiſh 


it, for the Advantage of 275 Who 


labour under ſuch Mi/takes, that they 
may view their Faith truly repre ſen- 


ted without Diſguiſe : For as the Au- 


thor ig unacquainted with Rhetoric, 


and the other deluding Arts, which too 
often draw Falſhood in the Colours of 
ruth, and clothe Vice in the Habit of 


Virtue, he has undiſguiſedly repreſen- 


ted Things; which 1s no ſmall Recom- 
mendation of this Treatiſe, to ſincere 


whom I recommend it. 
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The Deciſive Queſt ion, Sc. | 


T may be queſtion'd, Whether, the King of 


Kings, according as Mr. Gill and others have 


A. repreſented his Dealings toward his human 
Creatures, doth excecd the Mercy, Goodneſs and 


Juſtice of our King George, towards his 272 Sub- 


jects, that were lately Slaves in Barbary? Of 
whom let it be ſuppos d, that, they were not made 
Priſoners in Battle, but decoy'd on Shore to a 
ſumptuous Entertainment ; and, when intoxicated, 
ſtopt, and made Slaves: Well, our King was not 
blameable for their being thus brought into Sla- 
very and Bondage; yet, he ranſomed them all 
voluntarily in pure Mercy and Goodneſs; of 
which Number 270 took this Opportunity of 
being reſtor d to Liberty, but the other two 
Slaves refuſcd to embrace it, and thereby made 
the Ranſom vain, with regard to themſel ves; 
however, the Fault of their continuing in Slavery 
is not the King's, but their own. If the King had 
ranſomed only half of them, the Deficiency had 
been in the King, and his Juſtice would not have 
charg'd; their not returning, on the unredeem'd 

Slayes themſelyes: Well, is Man. 1o juſt, furg 
va - „ -©--5;] God? 
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b Gods more juſt ka he, and could. not doom 
r Infants Miſery ? This 1 mention, becauſe 


| ; harſh Authors, and their careleſs infatuated 
Readers and Admirers, hold, That Millions of 
Millions of Infants will ſuffer eternal Miſery. And 
this lately appear'd in the Face of one of them, 


' Who ſeem d to make a Scoff at that common Say 


ing, That if Children dying in Infancy are not 
happy, what will become of us? Vet, if you ask 
thoſe "arckeſs Readers to be plain with you on 
this Point, they will generally Anſwer, That 
they will not meddle with the State of Infants: 
Notwithſtanding which Anſwer, they greedily 
read over thoſe monſtrous 
That Multitudes of Infants will either be anni- 
hilated, or ſent to "the infernal Lake. Now, if 
dying Infants periſh, it muſt be for Adam's Sin, 
jor they have none of their own : * And if it be 
for his Sin, then it will follow, That the great 
Ranſom, ſaid to be a Propitiation for the Sins of 
the whole World, was paid but in Part ; which 
0 Doctrine (I believe, that) few dare in plain 
ords to affirm, 
But to return unto the above Queſtion, con- 
cerning which the following ten Tan miy be 
pbſerv'd, vis. 
Hur, That if our King's pure Mercy and Good- | 
neſs had not induc'd him to ſend a Ranſom for 
the whole Number of Slaves, but that he had 
© paſſed by half of them as unworthy | his Notice; 
vet if his Juſtice were ſuch, that he would not 
Jay the Fault of not returning upon "thoſe, that 
were not redeem'd ; for any to pretend that he 
Yould, is 2a be: þ his follice 3 and declaring, that 


thgy 


Fs] 2 
they rathet chuſ to repreſent him as unjuſt, than 
to praiſe his Goodneſs towards them, where his 

Bounty was extended. But, Ia 

J Secondly, It the King had not ſent a Ranſom, 

the Slaves muſt have continued till in Slavery; 

but when they were redeem'd, the two that re- 
turned not, had none to blame but themſelves : 
if he had redeemed only half, the Deficiency had = 


been in him, and it would then have plainly ap- 


'd, that his Beneyolence was not ex 
towards thoſe, whom he redeemed not; And 
thoſe who deny this, deny. the Truth, and give 
themſelves the Lye. But, alas! What is all 
temporal Slavery, or the greateſt Cruelty on 
Earth, when compar'd with eternal Miſery ? "Tis 
even leſs than the Bite of the ſmalleſt Flea, - _ 
Thirdly, What Compariſon will the above Caſe 
bear with thoſe harſh ſelf-contradicting and diſ- 
honourable Notions, which for want of duly 
weighing and conſidering, are blindly held and 
warmly urg'd by the Predeſtinarians? Who have 
wrote, firſt, That God abſolutely willed the Fall 
of Man; which Fall, all muſt allow was the be- 
ginning of Man's Ruin. Secondly, That he de- 
termined not to give Grace to part of thoſe fallen 
Mankind, tho' they could no more fave them- 
ſelves, than the Slaves could return Home with- 
out a Ranſom. By which Expreſſion it is plain, 
that they mean, T hat God would not have all ta 
be ſaved, as the Scripture plainly affirmeth ; but 
had doom'd and deſign'd far the greateſt Part of 
his chiefeſt Work inthis lower Creation (Mankind) 
to eternal Miſery, But, ſurely, this was never fo 
prdain'd ;. for it would have been a great Gratifi- 
w_ | | cation 


1 


cation to Satan, that grand Oppoſer of God's n. 


neſs, and Enemy of the human Race. But, 
Fourthly, Suppoſe the 272 Men, above men- 
tioned, had been impreſſed, and forc'd to fight, 
in a weak Veſſel, unfit for War; and the King 
ſeem'd unconcerned about it, till they were taken 
and made Slaves: This differs from the above 


Suppoſition, wherein they were ſuppoſed to have 


been decoy'd, and reflects, ſeemingly, upon 
the King, but the Fault was in the Lords, for 
ſending an old decay d Ship; but be that as 
it will, yet we may certainly challenge, as one 
faith, the very Enemies of the King, that not 
one of them, of any Credit, will dare to ſay, 
That the King would or might with Juſtice charge 


the unranſomed Slaves with the Fault of not com- 


ing Home. What! will not an Enemy af the 
King ſay thus of him? Then certainly it muſt be 
very monſtrous in all thoſe who account them- 
ſelves the Favourites of Heayen, the Ele& of 
God, to write, That the Divine Being abſolutely 
willed the Fall of Man; and determined, not to 
give Grace to recover, far the greateſt Part of 
them. But our King might, if he plcas'd, have 
redeem'd none of the Slaves; and it were pure 
Mercy if he redeem'd ſome; ſo it's pure Mercy 
Almighty God redeems any poor Sinners: But 
we read, That he willeth all ſhould be ſaved. And, 
as Mr. Henry writes, God hath @ Good-will to- 


wards the Salvation of all Men ; and that none will 


periſh, but thro' their own Default. We likewiſe 
read, That Chrijt was Nipitiation for the Sins 
of the <wbole IWorld; and that. God ſent his Sn in- 


to the World, net to condema the Marld, but that 
the 
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tbe World thro him might be ſaved. Theſe are 


Chriſt's own Words ; and certainly we ought not 
to think them falſe, but believe them to be as true 
as thoſe Places of Scripture are, which make men- 
tion of his ſpecial Choice, of ſome to be Prophets, 
ſome Apoſtles, ſome Preachers, &c. Epheſ. iv. 11. 
But, | 3 
Fifthly, Suppoſe, now, that two Men of equal 
Worth and Merit, ſtood Candidates for the fame 
City, in order for one of them to be choſen a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons ; and that the 
Choice of one of them, is purely the Cauſe of his 
Admittance, and of the others Excluſion : Now 
his Excluſion was not his own Fault, but the Fault 
of thoſe who refus'd to chuſe him. 
Stxthly, If St. Paul ſpake true, when he ſaid, 
That God willeth that all Men might be ſaved; 
and that Chriſt was a Propitiation for the Sins of 
the whole World ; and that the whole World thro 
bim might be ſaved : But here, be pleas'd to make 
a Pauſe; and conſider and rightly weigh the 
Words, might be ſaved, and can't be ſaved : 
Might be ſaved, and ſhan't be ſaved, that's like 
ſaying, It is, and 'tis not; which is a plain Con- 
tradiction. But, ; 
Seventhly, Our King is not obliged to force the 
Slaves home ; and if he ſends a Ranſom for all, 
yet ſome of them may (as we hear two of them 
did) ſlight, neglect, and refuſe to embrace his 
Kindneſs, and ſo remain and die in Slavery: So 
likewiſe the King of Kings ſeldom (if ever) uſeth 
Force ; but, by the Miniſtry of his Word; woes 
and invites poor Sinners to accept of Mercy; ſay- 
ing, Jam the Lord, merciful and gracious ; long 


St Fer- 
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Suffering, and abounding in Goodneſs and Truth; 
He changeth not; therefore is it that we are not 
confumed. Surely they muſt haye a very low 
Idea of God's Love to poor Adam ; who having 
offended him, and had nothing to give, whereby 
to make Satisfaction, God ſent his only and be- 
loved Son, to ſuffer and die, as a full Satisfaction 
to his offended Juſtice: O, the height and depth 
of that Love] Nurie can comprehend it. God ſo 
loved his Creature Man, that he himfelf choſe, 
3 =_ and accepted of Chriſt's Death, for a 

Il Ranſom for him: And for any to alledge; 
- that the imputed Guilt of Adam's Sin, was not 
ballanced by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, greatly 
leſſens the Ranſom, and highly reflects on him, 
that choſe and appointed it. But, as by the Of- 
fence of one, many were made Sinners, ſo by the 

Obedience of one, many were made righteous z 
that ſure was a Balance, and much more than a 
Balance; for where Sin abounded, Grace and 
Mercy much more abound. But as two' of the 
Slaves diſregarded and refuſed to embrace the Be- 
nefits of our King's Ranſom, and thereby made 
the Ranſom vain, with regard to themſelves, and 
became the ſole Cauſe of their continuing Slaves 
fo have we great Reaſon to fear, that Multitudes 
will cternally periſh for their own actual Sins and 
Rebellion againſt God; who negle& and refuſe 
to embrace his gracious Mercy; will hear none 
of his 'Reproofs, but live without God in the 
World; and declare by their Actions, that they 
deſire to continue Slaves to Sin; and to curſe the 
Divine Being, rather than to bleſs and praiſe his 
Name ; our Eyes and Eats are eontinual 
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ſes of theſe Things. Now, from what has been 
obſery'd before, it obviouſly appears; that the 
want of a Ranſom is the fole Cante that the Slaves 
cannot return Home: Alfo, that the whole Cauſe 
of the Candidate's loſing his Election, was in them 
that refuſed to chuſe him; no Fault could be juſtly 
charged on him, or the Slaves; ; and thoſe who 
charge the Fault on either of them, muſt be 
| deem'd very ſimple; yea, they muſt belye their 

own Reaſon: For nothing can be more plain than 
this, That if the King ſent a Ranſom for all, the 
Fault cannot be in him, but muſt be in thoſe who 
will not make Uſe of the happy Opportunity of 
obtaining their Liberty. Alſo, if he ſent a Ran- 
ſom but for half the Slaves, the other half could 
not then be blam' d in the leaſt for not coming 
Home. And thoſe who ſay, the Ranfom was not 
ſent for all, do thereby manifeſtly charge the 
whole Cauſe and Fault (of not returning) on the 
Ranſomer; and in Effect ſay, That he had no 
Good-will towards them, but deſign'd that they 
ſhould not return into Liberty. But, 

 Erghthly, And here I deſire to make a. long 
Stop, — and lay my Thoughts at the Feet of 
Jeſus, begging the Help of the Divine Spirit, 
which is able to inſtruct the moſt Illiterate, that 
it may now guide me thro” this great Task, which, 
of my felf, 1 know Iam incapable of doing luirably 
to my Wifh ; but do humbly hope, by the Aſ- 
fiſtance of that Holy Spirit, rightly to weigh, not 
with a quick and carelefs Thought, which is too 
often foon over, . without Profit or Improvement; 
but ſincerely to confi der, Firſt, What is my moſt 


incumbent and greateſ: Duty to believe, concerning 
q B  Cod's 
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God's" perfe@ Juſtice and Goodneſs towards his 
Creatures: And after many Hours penſively ſpent 
(while others have ſlept) ſeriouſly conſidering 
both Sides of the Queſtion, Whether I ſhould do 
beſt to believe, that God is the very beſt of Beings, 
rhe Fountuin of perfect Fuſtice, Goodneſs and Love 
to his Creatures, which undoubtedly' far ſurpaſſes 
the higheſt Conceptions of Men, and is not perfettly 
 #nown even unto Angeſs? His Mercies are new 

every Morning, and conſtantly attend and guard 
us in the Night, when we are no Guard to our- 
felves. © Or, Secondly, Whether 1ſhould leſſen my 
Belieſ in the Goodneſs of God, and account it leſs 


ban whatismour own King towards the Barbarian 
Slaves? If the King had ranſomed only half of 


them, 1t would thereby plainly appear that he de- 
fign'd the reſt ſhould ſtay; but his Juſtice would 
not lay the Blame on them for ſtaying. And ſhall 
I, yea I dare not believe that Ninety-nine out of 
each Hundred of human Creatures, according as 
thoſe harſn- notioned Men pretend to make it out, 
were ſo paſſed by, and left out of that infinite 
and ' incomprehenſible. Ranſom, which was fent 
from the Boſom of perfect Juſtice, perfect Mercy, 
and compleat Love to poor Sinners; or can I be- 
lieve that even half the Number of God's chiefeſt 
Creatures on Earth, were ſo paſſed by, and re- 
probated to an unalterable and endleſs State of | 
Miſery, which muſt be many Millions of Times 
more eruel and dreadful than the Condition of any 
earthly Slaves, or of any poor Infant, tho” its 
cruel Mother ſhould leave it to ſtarve in a Wood. 
And how can I believe that the Fountain of all 
Perfection ſhould cyer harbour ſo much as one 

t £00 05 Thought 
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enſnare Adam and his Poſterity. 
ſolutely willed the Fall of Man, his Juſtice is 
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ht of abſolutely willing Man's Fall; fort 
that could be no other than abſolutely willing 


him to Sin; abſolutely willing him to eat of that 
Fruit which God had ſo ſeverely charged him on 


pain of Death not to eat of. If God abſolutely 


willed the Fall of Man, then poor Adam's Caſe 


was far worſe (tho? in Paradice) than the Caſe of 


any Slaves in Barbary poſſibly could be; ſince it 
may from thence be ſuppoſed, that Lucifer, the 
the of the Air, the Enemy to God and Man, 


was let looſe upon him, with a ruinous Defigr 


I dare not, nor ought not to believe ſuch harſh 
and diſhonourable Notions of my Maker, or to 


think that God had (as it were) laid a Trap to 
If God had ab- 


ſuch, as he would never have charg'd the Fault 
thereof upon his Creatures. 

But ſome pretend, there is a great Difference in 
the Caſe of our King and the Slaves, and the King 
of Kings and his Creatures; for (as is before ob- 
ſerv'd) if the King ranſom d only half the Slaves, 
the Fault of the other halt's not returning would 
be in him; but if he ranſomed them all, the Fault 
of continuing in Slavery would be in them thac 


' refuſed to take the Opportunity of regaining their 


Liberty: But if it be confider'd either Way, the 
Fault is only one, and can be charg'd upon one 
Party only ; the other Party, Juſtice muſt certainly 


clear. But thoſe who take upon them to vindi- 


cate eternal abſolute Reprobation, charge the 


fame with two Faults: Firſt, on God's abſolutely 


willing Man's Fall, and determining not to give 
Grace to ſome for their Salvation, and to recover. 
5 2 ther 
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hem gun the Fall: And, ſecondly, ſent no ſuſ- 
ficient Ranſom for them, but paſt them by, and 
fix d them to a reprobate State, in order to ſuffer 
eternal Miſery ; as both Supralapfarians and Sub- 
lapſarians fate the Caſe ; which ſo highly re- 
flects upon the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, as 
amounts, I had like to have ſaid, to Blaſphemy. 
But when they have thus repreſented the beſt of 
. Beings much more harſh and cruel than ever the 
worſt of Tyrants on Earth came up to, if they are 
ask d, will ſay, Men are the Cauſe of their own 
Ruin; tho' they (as obſerv d before) manifeſtly 
charge the firſt moving Cauſe in God's abſolute 
Will, and in paſſing by his own Work, which him- 
ſelt pronount d very good, and therefore, ſurely 


make a Stop — And humbly wiſh, that I was 
gi.tfted with ſuch Clearneſs of Thought and Flu- 
| eney of Speech, as might ſet this Matter in its 


. deſerved Light, and diſperſe the thick Egyptian 


. Darkneſs from the Minds of all my Friends, and 
from the Minds of all others. However, my Aim, 
I hope, is good, for it is to clear my Maker of all 
- the Fault' concerning his Creatures Ruin ; which 
chat dreadſul Doctrine of abſolute Reprobation ſo 
Highly charges him with. 
The Supralapfarians date the paſſing by from 
 Ecernity, and ſo do the Sublapfarians date it; and 


tey both hold with the paſſing by; which, as a 
certain Wiriter faith, is the ſame with Reprobation. 
But many of thoſe who hold theſe Harſh and dit- 
honourable Notions, don't care to own them, or 

pe k them out plain; but all ſuch, I bid read Mr. 

Gill J Cauſe of Gd and Truth, againſ} Dr. I bit. 
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not made, nor deſign d for an evil End. But here 1 


L134 


. "by, where they may ſee he writes thus, viz. 
Tf Election be from Eternity, Reprobation muſt be 
_ *fo too, if ſome were then choſen, others were left 
and paſt by as early; that there cannot be the one 
without the other, But ſome have ſaid, they don't 
mind what Mr. Gill writes; and I am apt to be- 
lieve, that they neither examine his Writings, nor 
the Writings of their other Authors, ſufficiently to 
underſtand them; or elſe they could never pleaſe 
themſelves in turning over ſo many Books, whoſe 
Authors Aim amounts to the ſame, as charging 
two Faults in the Ruin of Man, when there cer- 
tainly is but one, and that in the Creature only. 
God permitted the Angels to fall, and Adam like- 
wiſe; but we don't read he abſolutely willed it. 
If the Angels fell of their own Accord, why not 
Man alſo > And if ſo, what Need is there of all 
this pro and con? ſurely, only to make out two 
' Faults, when it really is but one. | 

If the King ſent a Ranſom for all, yet neglected 

to ſend Proviſion and a Ship to bring the Slaves 
Home, the Fault would ſtill be in him; but if 
he ſends all Neceſſaries, no Blame can be laid up- 
on him: And ſo is the King of Kings free from 
all Blame; for what could he have done for his 
Vineyard, more than he hath done? And he 
plainly declares, That he hath no Pleaſure in the 
Death of the IVicked; but that the Wicked turn 
From his Way and live, And to this End hath 
tent his beloved Son, that who/ovever believeth on 
Him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
And as one lately faid, All that we need, or can 
- wiſh for, is in bim; and what can we deſire more? 
He ſtands at the Door and Rnoeks, till irs Head js 
"7 | | | WF 
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ave? with the Pow: and bis Lacks with thi Drops 
7 the Night , faying, Come, © come buy Wine and 


Milk, without Money and without Price, without 
ary Merit "of good Works. He calls and invites 
Sinners, by his Word and Miniſters; and 
hath freely promiſed to give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him: A, (ſaich he) and ye ſhall 
retei ve. But if they are ſo paſſed by, repro- 
bated and fixed for eternal Miſery, they can no 
more obey the Call, or be benefited by ſuch 
Promiſes, than a dead Man can riſe from his Grave 
and eat, or than thoſe two Slaves, that are left 
behind, if they were called and invited to come, 
can poſſibly walk upon the mighty Waters of the 
"Sea, and thereby come Home fafe. 
"If the King of Kings has fo paſt by, and fad 
an abſolute unalterable Decree, that far the 
9 Number of Men ſhall. for ever ſuffer in- 
fernal Miſery and Torments, tis impoſſible for 
poor feeble" Mankind to avoid or prevent it. But 
_ Jome have weakly ſaid, That every Man hath fuf- 
feient Grace given him to make his temporal 
Liſe happy; but what availeth it, if it / contains 
no more, and he be paſt by, and have not that 
- effeQual Grace given him to make him eternally 
happy, but that he muſt for ever dwell in eternal 
Torments, purely for want of having effectual 
Grace. Surely, any one who will ſuffer himſelf 
to have but a ſlight, yea, but a very ſlight 
Thought, of what it is to dwell in eternal Miſery, 
and believes that all Things are thus fixt, and no 
Remedy left to avoid it, but that ſuch infinite 
Numbers of People muſt unavoidably go into end 
| * Miſery, he * certainly be ſtupid to the 
. | N 
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higheſt Degree, if he don't conſent: to this T 

that the State of Mankind is infinitely below, . 
_ infinitely worſe, than the State of . moſt * 

_ and meaneſt Creature on Earth,  . 


The Brute's more happy,” then may Mortals fo 
Becauſe t their Sorrows Joon do paſs ones L 20 


My Aim (in taking this Trouble upon my ſelf) 
is to juſtify the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God to 
Mankind, and the Good of my Friends and all 
, others, whom'I wiſh for ever happy and do 
; ſincerely long and | petition for their reforming 
from all harſh and diſhonourable Notions of God, 
and Chriſt, who was a Propitiation for the Sins 
a of the whole World. But they ſay, it was for 
the World of the Elect; and if they can find 
thoſe Words in Scripture, then I may venture to 
believe them, But as we find two of the Slaves 
made our King's Ranſom vain, as to themſelves, 
and the Fault is intirely their own, ſo have we too 
much Reaſon to fear, that many by their actual 
Sins will make the Death of Chriſt in vain, alſo; 
ſo far as relates to themſel ves, becauſe they will 
not come unto Chriſt to be ſaved, but diſregard 
and ſlight his free and. wonderful Love towards 
them. But if they were ſo paſſed by from Eter- 
mty, and no effectual Grace given them, where- 
by to enable them to come, accept and embrace 
his Bounty, then, as Biſhop Tillotſan ſaith, it 
would be the moſt idleft Time > has could be ſpent 
to adviſe them, to do that, which was impoſſible 
for them to perform. If a Maſter bid his Ser- 

vant 2 down the Moon, which he knows: is 


impol-- 
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ypoſfible for him to de; wilt he hang his erat 
for not doing it ? But, 
-"Ninthly; and here 1 muſt make a long Panſe, 
And well conſider, leſt I am charged by the 
Learned, as I have often been by the Unlearned, 
of being a ſtrong Armenian. Mr. Gz//, call'd a 
Man of the Pen, Douty Writer, and compar'd him 
to Fools; and therefore I muſt expect ſome 
ſtranger Title, for daring to contradict the learn- 
ed Mr. Gill and others; ſince, it's Learning makes 
a Man; and may be of good Effect, when put to 
a nes Uſe ; but it's Grace that makes a Chriſ- 
tian; of which Number I hope many of the Un- 
learned are. Well, many. of the Learned haye 
greatly ſtudied God's Secrets, and pretend from 
— to gather their Notions; but there are ten 
to one as deeply learned as themſelves, and have 
as much ſtudied both Sides of the Queſtion, and 
found that the former are very wrong; and have 

Ekindly adviſed, and cautioned them againſt repre- 
ſenting the Beſt of Beings, thus cruel to his own. 
Work, which he voluntarily made, all which 
they have deſpis'd, as not worth reading ; there- 
fore twill be no Wonder if they commit theſe to 
the Flames: However be that as it will, my Aim 
(as before) is to clear my Maker from being the 
Cauſe of his Creature's Ruin, and laying the one, 
and only Fault upon them that wilfully pe- 
riſh, for they muſt be try d at the laſt Day before 
a juſt Judge ; and a juſt Judge will not condemn 
a Man for a Fault when he himſelf has been the 
Cauſe of it. And therefore Mr. Gil! may write, 


that = abſolutely willed the Fall of Man ; ; and 
: | eter- 
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determined not to give Grace to fave numberleſs 
Numbers, till he wears out both his Pen and his 
Brains: No one can believe him, that gives himſelf 
but Leave to conſider, what a Monſter of Cruelty he 
lays out the moſt juſt, holy and good Being to be; 
even , worſe than the Devil, as a learned Writer 
juſtly obſerves, upon ſuppoſing their Notions to 
be true. But they fay, the Scriptures Meaning is 
ſo. No, that can never be; ſuch Scripture had 
better never been explain'd, than to be fo turn'd, 
as to repreſent God worſe than the Devil. | 
Let it be ſuppos'd now, that a cruel Mother 
was deliver'd of two Children in a Wood, one of 
which the took up, carried away, and tenderly 
nurs'd ; but the other ſhe paſs'd by, and deter- 
min'd to leaye for the wild Beafts to tare in Pieces, 
or to be ſtary'd for want of a Breaſt, tho' ſhe had 
one for each Child: Well, ſhe might have left 
both Children there to periſh ; for the Cafe ſup- 
poſes none knew of it but herfelf, and that there 
was no Reſtraint laid upon her: She was indeed 
worthy of Praiſe for ſaving one; but yet 8 
the other to periſh, muſt deem her guilty ol 
Murder, and of great Cruelty towards her own 
poor helpleſs Infant; for by leaving it, ſhe was 
the very Cauſe of its Miſery and' Death. And 
how any dare charge the Judge of all the Earth 
(who cannot but do right) with being ten Thou- 
ſand Times more cruel to Mankind, than any 
Cruelty on Earth can equal, is moſt monſtrous to 
think of ! 2 ; | 
How ſhocking then muſt the Doctrine of abſo- 
lute Reprobation appear to the Minds of all im- 
partial and thoughtful Men, who ſeriouſly con- 
bn 8 ö ſider 


ider the Cruelty of it; alſo the Diſhonour it caſts 
on the beſt and wiſeſt of Beings, as if he had from 
Eternity decreed, appointed and ordain'd, that 
Millions of Millions of Men ſhould unayoidably 
_ periſh, purely to fatisfy his Sovereign Will and 
Pleaſure in their eternal Ruin. 
Nov if but one Infant periſh for Adam's Sin, it 
proves, that Chriſt's Death hath not fully ſatisfied 
for that Sin; or elſe that that Infant doth periſh 
purely as a Creature, and not as a ſinful Creature; 
which Doctrine is to be abhorr'd, as Mr. Gill 
writes, Book 2. Page 29. Alſo he writes in his 
Book call'd Truth Defended, that, They don't look 
upon Sin to be the Cauſe of the Decree of Reproba- 
tion, which can only be the Will of God. Now as 
Reprobation ſeems to be the firſt preparatory 
Cauſe, and Sin, only the ſecond Cauſe of the 
Creatures Ruin; on whom then doth he lay the 
Fault, but on God? O dreadful Thought! Who 
can think upon it without Horror and Deteſtation ? 
One would think all who can fcratch with a Pen, 
mould, in Vindication of God, and out of Reſpect 
to their Friends and others, oppoſe ſuch diſhonou- 
rable Notions of the Deity. Before I believe ſuch 
Notions, 1 muſt loſe my Senfes, cloſe up my 


Eyes, part with my Reaſon, and read the Scrip- 


tures backward, 
But poor illiterate I, have been charg d with 
Blaſphemy, for writing this Queſtion, vis. Whe- 
ther it be a greater Offence to believe more of the 
Goodneſs of God toward his Creatures, or to be- 
lreve leſs of it? An carthly King is generally 
_ better pleaſed to hear his Goodneis to his Sub- 
jeas ſpoken of and praiſed, chan to be repreſented 
| | 5 an 
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an harſh and cruel Ruler; for Goodneſs and Cle- 
mency win the Soul, but Cruelty makes it ſhy, 
and drives it further off The Goodneſs of God 
leadeth to Repentance, and he would have all 
Men repent and be ſaved: So that I dare not be- 
lieve, as thoſe Secret-hunting Authors repreſent 
him to be, as abſolutely willing, decreeing, 
paſling by, and from Eternity fixing the unayoid- 
able Ruin of his own Work; his chiefeſt Work 
upon Earth, 

But here I am obliged to make a ſhort Stop, — 
leſt any ſhould ſay I have falſly repreſented Mr. 
Gill, as if he had charg'd two Faults in the Ruin 
of Man; for in his Book, call'd The Cauſe of God 
and Truth, ſecond Part, Page 20. he boldly 
charges the Whole on God, viz. God aid abſo- 
lutely will Man's Fall, and determined not to give 
Grace to ſome, to ſave them. Alſo in his Book, 
call'd Truth Defended, he writes, Page 18. that 
They do not look upon Sin to be the Cauſe of Repro- 
bation, which can only be the Will of God. 5 rom 
which it's very plain, that he charges the whole 
Fault on the Creator, and none on the Creature. 

But, Tenthly, From what I have ſaid before, 
I would not "Fs any think, that 1 intend to 
offend ; but ſincerely wiſh, that what I have 
written, may ſtop my Friends, and all others, 
from ever more harbouring ſuch harſh and dif- 
honourable Notions of the beſt of Beings; and 
hope I do as ſincerely wiſh their eternal Happi- 
neſs, as any Perſon does the Happineſs of his 
Friend : Neither do I think their having ſuch 
i diſhonourable Notions will unchriſtian them, or 
be the Cauſe of their being eternaliy miſerable 3 


C 2 they 
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they are, as it were, but half Believers, and 
partly in the Dark; yet I hope God will be mer⸗ 
diful unto them; but the Unbelievers will periſh. | 
I find by long Experience, that it's in vain to 
talk with theſe ſelf-wiſe: People; who, - without 
duly weighing, and ſeriouſly conſidering, on whom 
they lay the whole Cauſe and Fault, of Man's 
Ruin ; they will preſently tax you with being an - 
Armenian, or Merit-monger, and one. who. ought. 
to be made an Anathema Maran-atha : But it's 
no matter what Men account us, if God approves 
of us: And I humbly hope he will not be offen- 
ded at my weak Endeayours to juſtify his Juſtice 
and, Goodneſs towards his Creatures; which by 
thoſe monſtrous Authors, and their deluded Ad- 
mirers, is loaded with the greateſt of Cruelties; 
proceeding (I deſire to hope) from their not 
rightly weighing, thinking upon, and conſider- 
ing whereunto ſuch Notions muſt and will center; 
to perceive which, cannot be done without great 
and weariſome Study, thinking the Matter over 
again, again and again ; for hurrying over many 
Books, without minding the Scheme, and what 
the Author aims at, will more confuſe the Mind 
than help or improve it. 
But 1s not the Deſign of theſe Authors to puzzle 
weak Minds, and Bs it a Party Cauſe ? or to 


fell their Books? either of which is weak and 
wicked, But I had rather. account it a thick 
Darkneſs on their Minds, which in their Hurry 
of Writing and Reading hinders them from per- 
gelving the Conſequences: of their darling Doc- 
tcine. Mr. Gill writes (as has been mentioned 
before) They don't look upon Sin to be the e ; 
| | fv 
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about, whether. their deareſt Friends are Joon 
to it from Eternity, or not. Thoſe who hold ſuch 


„ 


Reprobation, but. the Will of. God. Now if any | ? 
ſhould ſuppoſe, that neither Adam's Sin, nor Sin 
| foreſeen, is the Cauſe of the Creature's Ruin, but 


the Will of God, the Caufe; how the whole Fault 
can be juſtly charged on the Creature, none can 


tell. Surely, all ſuch Authors have but very 


ſmall Noti s of what eternal Miſery is; or elſe 
they could never ſpeak. of it ſo very lightly, 
as (ſeemingly) hardly to harbour one Thought 


harſh Notiqns, (one would think by their Beha- 


viour) 4. but little Concern for the Happineſs 


of their Friend's Souls, or the Honour of God, 


who taketh Pleaſure theme that fear him, and 


hope in his Mercy; but hath no Pleaſure in thoſe 
who thus ſtrive to make his Ways unequal, and 
repreſent him-thus cruel to his Creatures. 


For what Ihave written I expect much Spater; 


but be that as it will, I hope to account it as an 
excellent Orl. 

If any of thoſe Secret-hunters can, and ao, 
clearly prove, That there 1s but one Fault in 
Man's Ruin; and clear the Almighty from that 
Fault; they would thereby do Juſtice to their 
Maker: But if we expect this, we may expect it 
till we are weary, 


_ But ſuppoſe 1 ſhould ſay, That I am perſuaded, 


if not by Aſſurance, yet by a good, Hope, thro” 


Grace, and not of myſelf, That nothing ſhall. be 
able to ſeparate me from the Love of God, hic 


in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, as Rom. vill. 38, 39. 00 


alſo, that I was paſſed from Death unto Life; 


_ Fauſe I loye the Brethren, in whom the Spirit 75 
Chriſt 
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| 3 Ae although they differ from — 
ms Points: But for Taying this, *tislikely 1 my; + 


be accounted an Hypocrite. : 
But to conclude, let it be als ſup fel: That 
I had been the firſt Author and Wilker of theſe 


Words, viz, That God abſolutely willed Man's 


Fall, to bring all Men into a State of Unbelief, 
and had determined to leave ſome in that State, 
and not to give them Grace, the only Thing that 


could cure them of Unbelief: Alſo, if J had ſaid, 


That the Elect, notwithſtanding they had, or 
might commit, the greateſt Sins, yet none of them 


| could be loſt :: Likewiſe, That the Non-ele& had 
no Free-Will, and although they lived the moſt 


exact Lives that it, was poſſible for them to live, 
yet they conld not be happy; but being Veſſels 


of Ditigncur, they muſt unavoidably periſh ; 
And alſo if I had alledg'd, That Millions of In- 


fants, who have no Sius of their own, yet muſt 
ſuffer eternal Miſery, and that purely for Adam's 
Sin; I ſay, had I been the firſt Setter- forth of ſuch 
Doarines, What would you, or what could you 
have accounted me? a Promoter of the Honour 


and Caufe of God ? or a great Blaſphemer and an 


Antimonian? Certainly the latter you would 
allot me, and nothing of the former. Then from 
whence doth that Zeal ariſe in you, to be fo 
ready, and ftrive ſo much to vindicate, the Au- 


_ thors of thoſe very harſh and cruel Notions ? 


Certainly it proceeds from great Obſtinacy, and 


* Want of Conſideration. 


Sure thoſe Authors may be compar'd with the 


3 85 Men Mr. Henry writes of in Jude, who ſtart 


Queſtions, raiſe Diſputes, cauſe Viythons, and wt- 
den 


. 


* 
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2 abe, N to . ole own coyet- 9 
ous Purpoſes and Deſigns. "» 
One would think that any Perſon who holds 
ſuch diſhonourable Notions, i is before men- 
tioned) muſt bluſh at the yery Thought of asking 
once to look within the Vail, where nothing but 
perfect Juſtice, Love and Goodneſs, a and 
fills the Throne of Glory. Sure their Aﬀecions | } 
muſt ſoon drop and ſnatch back from that World, 
which Chriſt adyiſed them to ſet their Affections 
upon. 
if, as Mr. Gill writes, ſome were choſen, and 
others were paſſed by, then what Difference can 
be made between being left, paſt by, and repro- 
bated ? don't all three appear like a deſign d Pur- 
poſe of Ruin? And if the imputed Righteouſheſs 
of the heavenly Adam hath extended as far as 
the imputed Guilt £23, near. > x34 Adam's firſt 
Sin; then that Sin Iv. way, and is no more 
to be charg'd on his Sy, as ſome vainly 
fancy, who don't conſider; We where the Fault 


muſt center. But 'tis the that fins ſhall die 
* the ſame, and 


— 
1 


for his own Sins, and be try? 
not for Adam's Sin. 
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